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2

Summary

Raritan River Rail Road Historical
Society, Inc
Raritan River Rail Road Historical Society, Inc
a 501(c)3 New Jersey nonprofit corporation
EIN: 45-3761196
NJ Charities Registration number: CH3901600
When we created the Raritan River Chapter of the NRHS back in April 2011, we always
had the intent to become a non-profit. So in late 2011 we incorporated “The Raritan
River Rail Road Historical Society Inc.” in the state of New Jersey as a 501(c)3
corporation. We did this to keep things separate from our NRHS activities. Since the
focus of our non-profit was specifically directed to only preserving the history and
artifacts of the Raritan River Railroad, it was a straightforward approach towards
becoming a non-profit.
We are incorporated in the State of New Jersey as a 501(c)3 non profit corporation, we
filed our IRS Form 1023, and received our exemption letter from the IRS on September
4th 2015 to finally finish and be a recognized non-profit.
The year of 2016 marks our first full year as a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation registered
in New Jersey. There was almost no income received into the non-profit this year, as
most of our efforts were directed at fund raising on existing commitments and
relationships with the Milltown Historical Society.
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As our official mission is listed in our charter as “preserving the history and artifacts
of the Raritan River Railroad,” the Raritan River Rail Road Historical Society’s
primary goal at this time is to move and restore the last remaining freight station of the
Raritan River Railroad located in Milltown, New Jersey.

The owner of the station is willing to sell it to the town of Milltown, with the stipulation
that it gets moved off his property. Milltown is willing to accept the station, if funding
can be secured to get it moved. Milltown is also willing to work with Middlesex County
to allow the station to be placed in Open Space property.

The Raritan River Rail Road Historical Society’s main objectives are to now help raise
funds, apply for grants, and help facilitate the move of the station onto County
Property.
The facilitate this, our efforts in 2016 were directed mostly at Outreach events, and
Fundraising, which included identifying and completing Grant Applications from the
State of NJ, and soliciting support from neighboring Historical Groups and other
organizations.
The rest of our time was spent working with Milltown Borough, and getting the project
to move the Milltown Freight Station officially sanctioned and approved. This has now
lead to the Borough working with the County to get the Open Space Agreements
worked out.
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Accomplishments for the Year 2016
The Raritan River Railroad Historical Society, Inc. did not bring in any significant income in
2016, nor did they spend any significant money.
We did have a very productive meeting with Milltown’s Borough Council, and got the process
started to get the Station Move sanctioned and approved by the Borough. The Borough is now
working with the County on the details of the station move.
Most of the accomplishments full under the categories of Fundraising and Outreach.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Tom Reynolds gave a presentation to the New Brunswick Historical Society.
Ken Durrua gave a presentation to the Jersey Central Chapter of the NRHS
The MMS Project Charter was updated and submitted to Milltown Borough Council
Applied for the NJ Transportation Alternatives Grant
Table at Mother Seton Train Show (hosted by JC Chapter NRHS)
Attended Middlesex County History Day
Al Baumann gave a presentation at the Historical Society of South Amboy
Updated quote for the foundation was received from Brown & Glynn
Updated balance of $19,387.49 in the joint MHS\RR Ch NRHS Station move acct
Received a front page write up in the Sentinel Newspaper.
Minor repairs made to the side door due to vandalism
Registered with NJ Division of Consumer Affairs and received a NJ Charities ID #.

Notes from the meeting with Milltown Boro Council April 11, 2016:
Mike McClelland (Milltown Council’s engineer) gave a brief summary on the county property site and the
station’s inclusion on it. He stated that the property is owned by Middlesex County under the state Green
Acres program. There is currently a proposal to plant trees on the property that are required to be planted as
replacements to those cut down for the Borough’s electrical substation. They do not necessarily need to be
planted on this property, however it is a good opportunity for Milltown to benefit from those trees being
planted within the Borough. As part of the proposed landscaping plan, the station has been included as
there a basic agreement to allow the station to be put on County property. A formal agreement between the
County and the Borough is needed which would include the terms in which the station would be relocated
and operated by the Borough. Mike added that the County hinted that they may be able to fund the
foundation. The agreement will need to be reviewed and formulated by Milltown’s Borough Attorney.
Accessibility, historical and use issues would need to be discussed. It was agreed by the Council to
authorize the Borough Attorney to begin discussions with the County.

Once Milltown works out the agreement with Middlesex County, we can get started on future
fundraising goals as well as getting the foundation work started.
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Sentinel Newspaper
May 19, 2016
Page 1
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Sentinel Newspaper
May 19, 2016
Page 2
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CME presented the highlighted location for the station move to the County
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Detailed Events of 2016
January / February
Discussion continued in 2016 on different options of how to move forward with the relocation of the Milltown
Station, including formally contacting the Milltown Borough Council and/or the Middlesex County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Chapter Vice President Ken Durrua wrote to the Milltown Borough Clerk to request
being placed on the agenda at the next Borough Council meeting opportunity to discuss a proposed plan for
the Milltown Station.Chapter President Tom Reynolds will look into expanding the proposed plan by
contacting the Borough engineering firm CME Associates represented by Michael McClelland.
March
The Raritan River Chapter appeared as an exhibitor at the annual Jersey Central Railway Historical Society
Train Show at Mother Seton High School in Clark on March 6th. The chapter received donations from book
sales and continued to get the word out about the work of the Raritan River Chapter of the NRHS and our
501c3 entity, the Raritan River Rail Road Historical Society.
April
At the Milltown Borough Council meeting held on April 11, Ken Durrua gave a brief history of the Raritan
River Rail Road along with the efforts of the Chapter to save the last station of the railroad. Tom Reynolds
fielded a few questions and emphasized that sufficient funds have been raised(under our partnership with
the Milltown Historical Society) to move the station. The Borough engineer, Michael McClelland of CME
Associates, indicated that the landscaping plan of the county property included a location for the station and
County officials have given a verbal approval of the location. There was discussion that grants may be
available and should be pursued. All parties agreed to set a meeting with representatives from the Borough
Council, CME, Raritan River Chapter of the NRHS, and the Milltown Historical Society to discuss the
specifics of the next steps.
May
A front page article covering on our appearance at the April Milltown Borough Council meeting appeared in
the March 19th
 edition of The Sentinel newspaper. The article was well written, explained our cause, and
was very factual with accurate quotes.
Chapter member Al Baumann gave a presentation on the Raritan River Rail Road at The Historical Society
of South Amboy’s 4th
 Annual Open House on April 30th
 . The event was well attended and Al discussed both
the railroad’s history and our efforts to preserve that history.
Tom Reynolds reported at our May meeting that the Milltown Borough’s engineer has been working with
Middlesex County and currently has a draft agreement to allow the station to be put on County property.
This agreement will be reviewed and edited by the Borough Council, and sent back to the County for more
edits and revisions before it is finalized. The borough engineer suggested that the Chapter and the Milltown
Historical Society work with Milltown Council to get a "Use Agreement" created. This document should
outline the future use of the building to help the Milltown Council decide and sanction a plan for it. From the
Use Agreement document, usage designs can be drafted, which will then allow architectural drawings to be
completed.
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Milltown Borough Councilwoman Doriann Kerber reported that a meeting was scheduled with the Borough
Planning Board which is proceeding with plans. They are working with the Middlesex County Open Space
Committee, who will write the protocol to spell out what is required in order to be permitted to be located on
Open Space property. The Planning Board is also hoping to find a source or sources of funding. Doriann is
pursuing grants and other funding sources. Doriann offered to be the lead point of contact on the council,
and is working on a “Letter of Support” to be read before council and voted on at its next meeting on June
13th
 .
June
The Raritan River Chapter appeared as an exhibitor at the annual Middlesex County History Day sponsored
by the Middlesex County Office of Culture and Heritage and held at East Jersey Old Town Village, Johnson
Park, Piscataway. The County reported that 400 visitors attended. The chapter received donations from
book and pin sales and the exposure helped promote our cause and possibly may lead us to contacts in the
County.
At the June 13th Milltown Borough Council meeting, the borough engineer gave a brief summary on the
county property site and the station’s inclusion on it. He stated that the property is owned by Middlesex
County under the state Green Acres program, and on a currently a proposed landscaping plan the station
has been included as there is a basic agreement to allow the station to be put on County property. A formal
agreement between the County and the Borough is needed which would include the terms in which the
station would be relocated and operated by the Borough. The agreement will need to be reviewed and
formulated by Milltown’s Borough Attorney. Accessibility and historical and use issues would need to be
discussed. It was agreed by the Council to authorize the Borough Attorney to begin discussions with the
County. Under a following agenda item, Councilwoman Doriann Kerber stated that she is pursuing funding
for a history grant that may provide funding to solicit additional funding from local entities to support the
station restoration.
July
Chapter members Paul Sommers and John Wolan visited the Milltown Station after learning of some
damage there. Paul and John repaired the door and noted that there appeared to be no additional significant
deterioration to the interior. Milltown Historical Society member Steve Gragus stopped by and cleaned up
landscaping. Steve stops by regularly to keep the area looking good.
September
At our September meeting Milltown Borough Councilwoman Doriann Kerber provided some additional
information on the grant proposal as well as the addressee for the letters of support. A draft grant proposal
narrative was presented and discussed. She needs a minimum of five letters of support submitted with the
application from citizens, public officials, local organizations, etc. Chapter members agreed to reach out to
various individuals/organizations to seek letters of support (local historical societies, etc.)
October
At our October meeting Milltown Borough Councilwoman Doriann Kerber reported the grant application
should be done within the week.Doriann is hopeful for a possible Spring 2017 station relocation to the
County Open Space property.Doriann has also found another grant opportunity and will continue to solicit
additional letters of support.
Tom Reynolds gave a Raritan River Rail Road presentation at the New Brunswick Historical Society and
reported it went well. Several chapter members attended.
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December
Tom Reynolds opened a bank account for the Raritan River Railroad Historical Society, separate from that
of the Raritan River Chapter NRHS. Tom will be the lead representative on the account.
At our December meeting it was reported that letters of support have been coming in and were provided to
Councilwoman Doriann Kerber in recent weeks. Looking forward to 2017, the chapter discussed having a
Holiday show in 2017, and again exhibiting at the annual Jersey Central Railway Historical Society Train
Show which has now been scheduled.
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Financials
The Raritan River Rail Road Historical Society, Inc. received less than $500 in income in the
year 2016.

Statement of Financial Position
Assets
Current Assets
Net Property and Equipment
Investments and Deposits
Other Assets

$0
$0
$0
$0

Total Assets

$0

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities
Net Assets

$0
$0
$0

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

$0

As there is no income for the RRRRHS, Inc at this time, there is no approved budgets.
This situation is expected to change once the agreement between Milltown Boro and Middlesex
County work out the agreement for the exact location of the Station. Once this major milestone
is achieved, larger fund raising efforts will take place, and work can begin on the foundation for
the station move.
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